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Table 32

Settlements, Full and Final, by Type of Representation, Average Number of Cases
per Month and Average Amount per Case:  1994-20031,2
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There are competing views about the relationship between the unemployment rate and the rate of lost-time claims
filed.  Both views assume a drop in the unemployment rate signals an expanding economy and tight labor 
markets.  However, one view holds that as the unemployment rate drops, the rate of claims filed will increase.
This view assumes as the economy expands, more inexperienced workers will be hired and workers, both 
experienced and inexperienced, will get fatigued from working longer hours, leading to more work-related
injuries.  The other view holds as the unemployment rate drops, the rate of claims filed will also drop.  This view
assumes in a tight labor market employers will be more willing to accommodate injured workers and workers
can more easily find alternate employment if they do get injured.


